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To view the service online, 

you may access it live at 

10:55 am on Sunday from 

the church website or     

directly from YouTube. 

FOURTH SUNDAY OF       

ADVENT 

December 20, 2020 

Sermon 

Rev. Matt Sapp 

“Revealing the Mystery” 

Scripture 

Romans 16:25-7 

Psalm 89:1-4 

8:45 am, 10:55 am  

Worship Service 

Special Music 

Mr. Dennis Marsengill, 

trumpet 

O Come, All Ye Faithful 

Mrs. Robin Sewell, soprano 

Mr. Timothy Marshall,  

baritone 

Nursery 

Available for children 

ages birth-three years old 

   

TUE 12-15-20 

    

 

 

 

 

Fourth Sunday of Advent, December 20 

8:45 am, 10:55 am 

(Sign up HERE) 

Thursday, December 24 

Christmas Eve Services 

4:30 pm - Family friendly (nursery available) 

6:00 pm - Family friendly (nursery available) 

11:00 pm - Festival of Lessons & Carols 

(Sign up HERE) 

Sunday, December, 27  

9:00 am - Sunday School  

10:00 am - Worship (Sign up HERE) 

*When arriving for worship, please wait to be seated by 
an usher so that we can get you to your assigned seats in 
compliance with social distancing. Thank you! 

 

Hearing assist units are available in the sanctuary at 

the sound console if needed during worship. 

THIS SUNDAY 

Holiday  

Office Hours 

The church office will be 

closed December 24-28 for 

the Christmas holidays and 

on January 1 for the New 

Year holiday. 

The Challenge will not be 

printed the weeks of Dec. 

22 and Dec. 29. Publication 

will resume on Jan. 5, 2020. 

THANK YOU 
 

As we celebrate Christmas at Central Baptist Church, I am re-
minded that the greatest gift one can give to others during 
this season is the gift of self. I received that gift this year from 
the incredible people who decorated our church. The commit-
tee’s goal was to create a welcoming environment that reflect-
ed tradition and simplicity while incorporating materials col-
lected over the last several years in a way that could be used 
in the coming years. I want to thank the members of the dec-
orating committee for sharing their time and creative talents 
with all of us. Kay Cawthon, Linda Mann, Cathe Nixon, Sandy 
Parker, and Nancy Teller worked on the sanctuary and indoor 
spaces while Julie Yancey, Barbara Chandler, and Jeane Yanc-
ey decorated the outside. Thanks also to Richard Yancey for 
the beautiful sanctuary tree.  
 

Merry Christmas!  
 

Karen Craddock 

https://centralbaptistnewnan.org/
https://www.youtube.com/user/CentralNewnan/videos
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60b0a4baaab2ba3fc1-worship25
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60b0a4baaab2ba3fc1-christmas
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60b0a4baaab2ba3fc1-worship26


Pastor’s Pen  

Chaos and Comfort at 

Christmas 

One of the themes of our Blue Christmas ser-

vice last Wednesday was the idea that we are 

never alone at Christmas because Christmas 

is the story of a God who comes to be with 

us. As we introduced that theme in various 

ways during the worship service my mind 

drifted back to Mary and Joseph’s experience 

on the very first Christmas. We generally 

think of the first Christmas night as one of se-

renity and holiness. But for the most part, it 

had to be anything but serene and holy—

more like chaotic, desperate, and lonely.  

Can you imagine being a young couple away 

from home preparing for the birth of your first 

child? Can you imagine having nowhere to 

go—nowhere to sleep—no family or friends to 

call on? Can you imagine going into labor in a 

stable? Both Mary and Joseph had to have 

been desperately scared and desperately 

lonely. This Christmas, I think about those 

who are alone in ways they otherwise would-

n’t be—whether they are in a senior care fa-

cility or separated by distance from family 

and avoiding travel. I think about those who 

are struggling financially to provide for their 

families in ways they haven’t before or those 

whose family lives are disrupted by new stay-

at-home routines.  

There is more inner turmoil and chaos and 

desperation in the collective lives of those 

around us this year than most years—and 

more loneliness. At least a small part of this 

year’s unique challenges touches each of our 

own lives, too. But God broke into just exact-

ly this kind of chaotic disruption in Bethle-

hem. There is Good News this year, too. Glad 

tidings. Great joy. For everyone.  

God is with us. Christ is born. Peace on Earth. 

Goodwill to men.  

Merry Christmas. And I’ll see you Sunday. 

Matt 

The Beauty of Central at 
Christmas 

With the invitation to feature Central Baptist 
Church with our new building, renovations, and 
new organ as a centerpiece for the annual Tour 
of Homes in Newnan, we were faced with the 
monumental challenge of decorating our facility 
in the midst of the pandemic. Who would have 
the vision, the ability to gather a creative team, 
the love for Central and the energy for such a 
project? For months, our church facility offered 
limited in-person activities and worship, and 
online worship was increasing. The staff saw 
very few members week to week. We were 
very excited when Mrs. Karen Craddock accept-
ed the challenge of the project. With an empty 
facility, "a blank canvas," she caught sight of 
what could be and gathered an excellent team 
to collaborate, plan, and decorate the entire 
facility. A huge arrangement with the silver 
cross in the baptistery, beautiful window dis-
plays, garland around the chancel, a tree in the 
gathering vestibule with a "Central Baptist 
Church" velvet tree skirt, wreaths on doors and 
windows, beautiful arrangements at the Herit-
age Wall, and decorated tables in the Fellow-
ship Hall overflowing with roses, fruits, and 
vegetables. Karen and her team did an amaz-
ing job of maintaining the history, enhancing 
the beauty of our sanctuary, and creating fresh 
ideas for our new additions. Karen, we are 
grateful for the creativity, leadership, and per-
sonal commitment you gave to make our 
church so lovely this year.        

On behalf of the entire staff and congregation, 

thank you, Karen and team; Kay Cawthon, 

Barbara Chandler, Linda Mann, Cathe Nixon, 

Sandy Parker, Nancy Teller, Jeane Yancey, 

Julie Yancey, Richard Yancey. 

Anne 

Advent Worship Preparation 

Please arrive early and enjoy the pre-service 
music, featuring soloists with various Christ-
mas duets. 

December 20  
Dennis Marsengill, trumpet 

Robin Sewell, soprano 
Timothy Marshall, baritone 

Pastor’s Pen Music Ministry 



  

Flower         

Calendar  

The 2021 sanctuary 

flower calendar is 

now available. 

Dates are available 

to place flowers for 

worship services in 

memory or in honor of loved ones, or to cele-

brate a special occasion. If you are interested, 

please complete the document HERE or you 

may email or call Courtney in the church of-

fice. We greatly appreciate your help! The 

dates listed below are still available.  

January 3, 10, 31   June 6, 13, 27  

February 21, 28   August 22, 29 

March 28           September 5 

April 4, 11, 18    Oct. 3, 10, 17, 24, 31 

May 16, 23   

 

 

 

 

 

Youth Christmas Party 

Wed., Dec. 16, 6:30 pm 

Join us this Wednesday in the youth room 

for our Christmas party. RSVP HERE by 12 

noon Wednesday to reserve your dinner. 

As a Christmas mission project, we will be 

sending our friends at Metro Baptist in NYC fill-

ing snacks (granola bars, peanut butter crack-

ers, etc) and basic new clothing items like win-

ter hats, gloves, and socks. Please bring one 

or more of these items to help these friends at 

Christmas as your admission to the Youth 

Christmas Party @ 6:30 pm. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Unidiversity Youth Camp 

July 19-24, 2021 

We're planning to be back together this sum-

mer with friends from all over the southeast to 

celebrate at Unidiversity 2021. This life-

changing week of Youth Camp makes a great 

Christmas gift! Click HERE to register. 

Student Ministry 

2020 Contributions and 

Stock Gifts  

Please remember that mailed checks must 

be postmarked by Thursday, December 

31, 2020. If you plan to stop by the office 

with a check or cash, please do so by noon 

on Wednesday, December 30, 2020. You 

may also make your contribution in church 

on Sunday, December 27, 2020. Stock 

gifts must be transferred in 2020 for a tax 

deduction.  

In Sympathy 

Sympathy is extended to Walter James and 

family in the death of his father, Richard C. 

James, Sr., who passed away on Tuesday, 

December 8, 2020. 

Sympathy is extended to Greg Erath and fam-

ily in the death of his mother, Yvonne Erath, 

who passed away on Monday, December 14, 

2020. 

Girl Scout  

Winter Coat Drive 

Dec. 6-Dec. 17 

Girl Scout Troop 19394 is collecting new or 

gently used coats. If you would like to do-

nate, we have a drop-off box placed right 

inside the doors from the parking lot.  

https://forms.gle/g4wvfng9NSdPb2xi6
mailto:chaynes@centralbaptistnewnan.org
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B0A4BAAAB2BA3FC1-youth
https://onrealm.org/centralbaptistnewnan/Registrations/Registrants/5837d563-2ebc-4563-aa67-ac84012333b0?congregantView=true&engagement=true&hideNav=false&returnUrl=https%3A%2F%2Fe.onrealm.org%2Fevents%2F5837d563-2ebc-4563-aa67-ac84012333b0%2Fmeetings%2F6ec
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LOOKING AHEAD 

Sunday, December 20 

8:45 am Worship Service 

9:45 am Sunday School 

10:55 am Worship Service 

Tuesday, December 22 

7:00 am Men’s Bible Study 

Wednesday, December 23 

5:00 pm Midweek Meditation  

(YouTube) 

Thursday, December 24 

CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED 

4:30 pm Christmas Eve Service 

6:00 pm Christmas Eve Service 

11:00 pm Festival of Lessons and Carols 

Friday, December 25 

CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED 

«AddressBlock» 

 Stewardship Update 

Sunday, December 13, 2020 

Capital Campaign  

Receipts $8,566,234.99 

Pledges/Non-Pledged 
Gifts 

$8,815,346.00 

Weekly Budget 

Needs 

$22,804.10 

Budget Offering $26,824.00 

YTD Budget Needs $1,140,205.00 

YTD Budget Offering $987,346.07 

http://www.centralbaptistnewnan.org
mailto:chaynes@centralbaptistnewnan.org

