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Established in July of 1897 as a sepa-

rate congregation from the Newnan 

(First) Baptist Church, Central Baptist 

completed its beautiful sanctuary in 

time for dedication services in July 

1898. It was constructed of 35 carloads 

of marble, a gift from Tate Marble Com-

pany in north Georgia by Stephen Tate, 

brother of Mattie Tate (Mrs. E. M.) Cole. 

With its piercing spires and slate roof, 

the church was the first marble building 

in the state. 

In its cornerstone was deposited a Bible, 

declaration of reasons for withdrawing 

from the First Church, Articles of Faith, 

membership roll, list of committee 

members, Sunday School teachers and 

officers, coins, Confederate bills and 

roster of soldiers. 

The Gothic style chosen was popular at 

the turn of the century and increasingly 

replaced classical forms as the only 

proper style for Christian churches 

throughout the United States. Interior 

walls are plaster with an arched ceiling 

of dark timber. The hand-cut stained 

glass for the windows was imported 

from France. A large chandelier hung in 

the center. 

Originally, the pulpit was located in the 

middle of the platform area with a cov-

ered baptistry (which later served as the 

organ pit) on one side and seating for 

choir on the other. There were three or 

four pews situated in the center front, 

flanked by additional rows separated by 

an aisle. The communion table, made in 

Tennessee, was designed and presented 

by Brian M. Blackburn in 1916. The pre-

sent silver communion set was a gift of 

M. F. Cole in 1971, and the silver cross 

a gift from the Norma Haynes family. 

Music was first provided by a pump or-

gan powered by a man who sat outside 

pumping a wooden handle. At times he 

would fall asleep and the organ would 

go “kaflooey.” 

Constructed of 35 carloads of 

marble, Central was the first 

marble building in the state. 
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In the 1920s, the sanctuary was ex-

panded for Sunday School space by the 

addition of an annex or east wing, fur-

nished with cane-bottomed chairs. 

Wooden doors sounded like thunder as 

they were pulled down for Sunday 

School and rolled back up for service. 

The doors were later replaced with fold-

ing curtains. Along with the addition of 

offices and Sunday School rooms, im-

provements were made in heating and 

lighting, a new pipe organ was pur-

chased, a central baptismal pool built, 

and the rose window moved from the 

front to its present location. 

Renovation in the 1930s created a cen-

tral aisle and divided chancel, where 

there was both a pulpit and a lectern, 

and the choir members faced each oth-

er. (The current lectern was a gift from 

the Homer Drake family in 1992.) Also, 

at this time came carpeting and the 

beautiful woodwork hand crafted by ar-

tisans of the local R. D. Cole Company. 

Cooled by air circulating over 300 blocks 

(2,000 lbs.) of ice in the boiler room, 

Central was the only church in town 

with an air-conditioned sanctuary. 

In 1946, a set of organ chimes was giv-

en by Jimmy Beers, in memory of his 

brother, Robert, who was killed in 

WWII. During renovation in the 1950s, 

the annex became part of the sanctu-

ary, the educational building was added 

with recreational space in the basement, 

a bulletin board was erected in the front 

yard, air conditioning was installed, and 

the organ underwent major repair, in-

cluding the purchase of a new console. 

In the 1970s, along with the addition of 

a nursery, the choir loft was remodeled, 

additional pipes were added to the or-

gan, a sound system was installed, and 

new carpet was laid. 

The 1990s brought again major renova-

tions to the church organ. The harpsi-

chord, donated by a generous member 

in 1993, continues to be a delightful ad-

dition to worship. With the celebration 

In the 1950s, the education 

building was added, with recre-

ational space in the basement. 

Many improvements, including 

the first pipe organ, were in-

stalled in the 1920s. 



of the church’s centennial anniversary in 

1997, the old Glover medical office was 

renovated for the youth program, the 

brick walkway with members’ names in-

scribed was laid, the church history was 

published, and the carillon, enjoyed dai-

ly by all around the square, was added 

as a gift from Harold Barron.     

Throughout the years, the plaster walls, 

the stained-glass windows, and the old 

1920s organ have all required continual 

maintenance.    

On Sunday, January 6, 2019 ground 

was broken for the largest ever expan-

sion and renovation in facilities, with 

construction continuing throughout 

2019 and into 2020. On Sunday, Sep-

tember 13, 2020, members gathered to 

dedicate the newly expanded and reno-

vated facilities at 14 West Broad Street 

in downtown Newnan. The expanded fa-

cilities include a gathering vestibule, fel-

lowship hall and kitchen, youth ministry 

and recreational spaces, conference 

room and library, playground, and park-

ing lot. The Spring Street side of the ad-

dition also includes a porte-cochere for 

covered access to the entire church 

campus. The previous fellowship space 

located in the basement of the old build-

ing was renovated and now serves as 

nursery and children’s ministry areas. 

The project was built around the theme 

of “Building on the Past. Building for the 

Future.” All aspects of the project fo-

cused on acknowledging the 124 years 

of history of Central Baptist Church 

while also considering its present and 

future needs. In reflecting on the pro-

ject, Architect Hank Houser said, “The 

essential design goal was to expand and 

improve the functionality of Central 

Baptist Church without diminishing the 

beauty and authenticity already present 

on the historic campus.” Designing the 

addition with forms that relate to the 

original stone church building, coupled 

Groundbreaking on Sunday, January 6, 2019 



with Tudor revival detailing similar to 

the Spring Street building, connect the 

building to its past and serve as a re-

minder of the more than 120 years of 

continuous worship. As part of this most 

recent construction, two of the original 

stained glass windows that had been in 

storage for decades were repaired and 

placed on each side of the new Broad 

Street entrance. 

Simultaneously with the church expan-

sion project, the Pilcher organ of 1924 

was replaced by a stunning new three-

manual Schantz pipe organ. The 

Schantz Organ Company was chosen 

because of their experience and reliabil-

ity, having built distinguished pipe or-

gans since 1873, and because of the 

artistry and quality of their instruments. 

Schantz is North America’s oldest and 

largest pipe organ builder still under 

management of its founding family. The 

pipe organ has 28 stops and 33 ranks, 

with a total of 1,979 individual pipes. 

(Incorporating the Echo Organ behind 

the Rose Window, the organ has 32 

stops, 37 ranks, and 2,233 pipes.) The 

organ console and the grillwork in the 

chamber were carefully crafted to match 

sanctuary wood and detailing. Features 

new to Central include several beautiful 

solo stops and a zimbelstern. 

The organ console is movable in the 

chancel for concerts or special pro-

grams. The exposed pipes, which have a 

unique finish, are sounding pipes and 

not a facade. These sounding pipes will 

add to the depth of tone to better sup-

port congregational singing. 

Grounded by our past and building for 

our future, Central Baptist continues its 

rich tradition of worship and dedication 

to missions and ministries. The 2019-

2020 additions and renovations are ef-

forts to continue to grow in our love for 

God and in relationship with one anoth-

er, as well as to continue to serve the 

community together.  

In the remainder of this book we will 

show you some views of the finished fa-

cilities and take you on a photographic 

timeline tour of the construction of the 

new building and the installation of the 

new organ. 

The spectacular 2020 Schantz  

organ replaces the 1924 Pilcher. 



Complete. Awesome. Dedicated. 

Campus as seen from West Broad Street  

New building as seen from Spring Street 



The Brown Street Vestibule will serve as the main entrance to the church.  

Lovingly crafted from the old oak tree that watched over Brown Street, the Susie 
Mann Thomasson Heritage Wall was given to remember Central’s founding members. 



The new fellowship hall has space to accommodate just about any gathering.  

With this state-of-the-art kitchen, volunteer cooking teams will no longer have to 
“make do.”  



The library and conference room will serve many small groups.  

Wow! What student would not want to learn, share, and recreate in this space.  



In the repurposed and renovated old fellowship hall, all children will for the first time 
be on the same floor of the building.  

When the outside calls, the playground is ready. 



Floor Plans 

Level 1 adds the Brown Street gathering vestibule as well as the new fellowship hall 

and kitchen. 

Level 2 (left) adds youth space and a library/conference room. The lower level (right) 

adds consolidated children’s facilities in the old fellowship hall space.  



Constructing the New Building 

As January 2019 came to a close, site preparation continued to ramp up, with the re-
location of utilities a top priority.  

At 10:00 pm on January 9, 2019, our block of Brown Street was permanently closed. 



Actual construction of the new building has begun, as evidenced by this photo taken 
on Friday, April 12, 2019.  

As site preparation continued toward the end of February 2019, no evidence remained 
that our old youth building, playground, and parking lot ever existed. 



May 16, 2019 was a milestone day in construction as workers used power trowels and 
hand tools to smooth the newly poured concrete floor. 

In this June 12 photo, erection of the steel frame is well underway. 



Great progress was made in June with the completion of the steel structure and the 
pouring of the concrete floor of the second level. 

By July 24 most of the sheathing was in place. 



In this August 7 photo, the new building is being joined to the old building. 

Photo taken from Broad Street on September 4, 2019. The inset shows a bit of the 
HVAC and plumbing that has been completed. 



In this photo taken September 25, we’re looking from the old building across the 
Brown Street Vestibule to the new building. 



As of October 16, construction was on schedule. 

The new state-of-the-art fellowship hall was taking shape on November 6, 2019. 



The church will now have a casual gathering area or foyer, with the Brown Street Ves-
tibule (photo 11-06-2019) connecting the old and new buildings.  

On November 25 the Cauthen-Cole Sunday School class treated workers to a delicious 
Thanksgiving lunch—the first meal served in the new fellowship hall. 



Progress on the new youth space continues on November 25 on the top floor. 

In this photo, taken December 14, you can see the progress in installing the cast 
stone block around the base of the building. 



In the photo above, taken from Spring Street on January 15, 2020, you can see the 
progress being made on the outside of the building.  

In February 2020 work was well underway in converting the old fellowship hall into 
fresh new space for children. 



Two stained glass windows removed from the sanctuary decades ago were restored 
and installed at the Broad Street entry (photo taken February 29, 2020).  

As March 2020 concluded, work was in the home stretch. 



In  April the finishing touches were being put on the interior spaces, including the new 
fellowship hall. 

In this April 10 photo the new kitchen is just about ready. 



The new Schantz organ 

blends some meticu-

lously refurbished Pilch-

er and Moller pipes 

from the old organ with 

a number of pipes 

crafted anew—all 

played from a new 

state-of-the-art con-

sole.  

Crafting and Installing the New Schantz Organ 



All of the pipe refurbishment and 

new construction was skillfully 

done in the Schantz workroom in 

Ohio. 



 

The organ chamber was prepared for the 

installation. Necessary structural changes 

were made, and wiring was brought up to 

current code.  

 

Pipes and various organ parts were arrayed 

throughout the church awaiting their turn 

for assembly. 



 

The skilled artisans from Schantz put it 

all together into a remarkable new in-

strument for our church! The organ has 

a wonderful variety of sounds, and has 

new "solo" instrument sounds such as 

the clarinet, English Horn, and oboe. 

The strings are lovely, the flutes are 

mellow, and yet there is brightness to 

the overall timbres. The pedal has a 

depth of tone that we have not had be-

fore. We trust this new organ will en-

hance our corporate worship and also 

provide beautiful music for our commu-

nity through concerts and special ser-

vices.  


